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Chase, Mary Ellen The Lovely Ambition 
Norton. June 288p. $3.95. (Ila) 
Set the early 1900’s, this the story John Tillyard, 
esleyan parson, who came with his family America 
take over Methodist parish Maine. the rural 
district England from which emigrated, there 
Were distinct social differences between “Church,” the 
Church England, and “chapel,” the remaining Pro- 
testant sects. was class; chapel was 
lower class.. Chapel children might educated beside 
Church children, but was with condescension, even 


among adults involved. The Tillyard children were 
particularly aware this feeling, doubt because 
their father was parson. Mrs. Tillyard herself was 
Church, and her own family timed their visits carefully 
for mid-week, avoid Sunday Church-chapel prob- 
they never quite understood their son-in-law, 
and hoped that might see the error his ways. 
While Mrs. Tillyard strongly adhered Church, she 
was strong loyalty her husband and brooked 
criticism him actual implied, even from her par- 
ents. 
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The Tillyards, John and Hilda, presented considerable 
contrast. She was quick, practical, frequently anxious 
and impatient. was slower nature, loving the 
rural area lived in, “aware high degree 
the ‘miraculous’ the earth and the skies.” 
was many ways less than orthodox even his own 
Wesleyan beliefs, believing the spirit more than the 
letter, loving God and the people created His image, 
having quick and deep sympathy for the simple 
people his community. loved read, his favorite 
reading being “Walden” and Tocqueville’s 
racy America.” 


visiting American Methodist bishop offered John 
Tillyard church Pepperell, Maine. The offer came 
time when only son Ansie’s education was under 
discussion. Ansie, incidentally, had been named for 
St. Anselm who “had contended and taught that 
simple belief God would the end bring some un- 
derstanding Him; indeed, that understanding 
whatever was possible without initial and perhaps 
even reckless casting aside all one’s unanswerable 
questions, doubts, and fears,” belief very close the 
Wesleyan parson’s own. America John Tillyard 
was land promise, however foolish that might 
sound; the bishop was most persuasive; there were 
schools and college-preparatory academy close by, 
the Tillyards accepted the American offer. 


The ten day voyage, steerage, they never forgot. Mrs. 
Tillyard said that “the huddled masses” the Statue 
Liberty poem would never again mystery her. 
The Plimsolls with their fourteen children, the old 
rabbi, the Greek girl who was open invitation all 
the men, always remained vividly alive them. 


Pepperell, the Wesleyan parson became the Method- 
ist minister, Anglican churches became Episcopal, and 
chapel, they had known it, became thing the 
past. There were many adjustments make, but 
general the Tillyards took most happily their new 
way life. Her pride her husband’s new prestige 
made for much that Hilda Tillyard missed from her 
old life; the children rather enjoyed being different from 
the down-Easterners; the changing seasons with their 
sudden burst bloom the spring and glorious color 
the fall, fascinated them all; the Reverend John 
Tillyard was respected and admired his parishioners. 
His family conspired make possible for him four 
day visit Walden Pond and came home 
enraptured.” The visit had other results, too. met 
there kindred spirit, Doctor Edward Thomas, who 
persuaded him become the visiting chaplain 
large state hospital Augusta. After several months 
decided bring occasional patients home for visits. 
These led some odd happenings, but one visitor, old 
Mrs. Gowan, finally stayed with them with mutual 
enjoyment until her death. 


Some years later John Tillyard’s parishioners made the 
family gift visit England. never returned 
America. with the lambing during chill 
January, caught severe cold and died pneumonia 
just few days. Ansie had been killed haying 
accident some time before this visit England. Mrs. 
Tillyard remained England, but the two girls came 
back America finish their education, teach, 
marry and stay. 


When had finished reading The Lovely Ambition was 
forced look the details the author’s 
spite the fact that this clearly labeled novel, 
sounded much more like biography. The characters 
are all them genuine that was hard put 
accept them imaginary. The story warmly written, 
with loving attention detail. John and Hilda 
yard are developed with awareness and affection, with 
kind casual intimacy that seemingly could come only 
from long acquaintance and close kinship, tempered 
and mellowed years recollection. The family 
relationships are minutely detailed, yet casual, even the 
tragedy Ansie’s death, and even now the Tillyards 
are real family. Certainly Mary Ellen Chase 
knows well both rural England and Maine, and her 
knowledge and affection for these places made them 
part the Tillyards and delight the reader. 


The Lovely Ambition also lovely book 
peopled normally odd persons, with not psychotic 
sight, pleasant family, close and affectionate though 
somewhat less than perfect, not troubled with 
tions, libido and the whole mess modern isms, with 
first class fatherly father and motherly mother. 
rare book this era psychopathic literary 
vations, and highly recommended one. 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Beagle, Peter Fine and Private Place 
Viking. May 23, 1960. 272p. $3.95. 

the north the Bronx there was cemetery. the 
cemetery there was one section where the monuments 
were massive, somewhat decayed. the most 
cayed old mausoleum there lived fine old bankrupt 
pharmacist, whose dearest friend was raven who 
scouted out the food for him, and who had already 
brought him rather exotic chess set that the phar- 
macist could while away the hours his hobby. 
than Rebeck was not only chess devotee, but dear 
friend the dead. 


The dead are elusive lot. takes lot 
vincing assure them that they are dead, and then 
they last only for little while, for their spirits fade 
their memories weaken and their attachments die. 
And Jonathan had long been used the transitory 
nature friendship with the dead. 


Into his life—or something—there came two spirits who 
found each other death they found one while 
alive. And into the graveyard came one the living 
who seemed hover along the edge the dead, 
Jonathan himself did. There developed strange romance 
land that seemed fade off into the world make 
believe quickly became real. 


absolute treasure book—but just bit too long. 
The whole idea magnificent, the writing splendid, 
but the plot just bit too tenuous for all the work done 
it. There are moments when even the droll and 
beautiful humor the whole thing seems sag tired- 
ly, though picks quickly. Had only Peter Beagle 
restricted himself maximum about one hundred 
and fifty pages, this might have become classic 
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hear from Mr. Beagle again the future. writes 
beautifully. Recommended. 
Frank O’Gorman, M.A. 


er, Rowland 

The Night They Raided Minsky’s 
Simon and Schuster. May 31, 1960. $4.95. 
The Night they raided Minsky’s National Winter Gar- 
den, the sixth floor Louis Minsky’s building 
Houston Street was the night that finally ruined the 
old vulgar burlesque and made the medium the 
stripper and the blue joke which infested 42nd Street 
for some years thereafter that finally, under Fiorello 
Guardia, outraged citizenry forced the closing the 
whole noisome kaboodle. And the lady who precipi- 
tated the raid was Mlle. Fifi, born Florence Buzby, 
daughter righteous Philadelphia cop. Fifi was the 
first stripper. Rowland Barber, who demonstrated 
uncanny ear for local patois his life Rocky Grazi- 
ano, confirms that ability this account which moves 
easily and ironically among the soubrettes and the girls 
the line, the schmoes and shlemiels, the comics and 
second bananas, and the colorful citizenry the Lower 
Side. Labeled “fanciful expedition the Lost 
Atlantis Show Business,” this book delight the 
adult who remembers the good old days with regret 
and who will not shocked the vulgarities 
which the old burlesque was based. 


Lightwood, Teresa Three Lives 
Dutton. May 17,1960. 190p. $3.50. (Ila) 

Scientists are successfully probing the secrets outer 
space; novelists, following the open bedroom-door 
policy, are leaving nothing the imagination; motiva- 
tion experts, researching depth, are gleefully exposing 
our subconscious idiosyncrasies. About the only thing 
left with few secrets and bit mystery the con- 
vent! Asa result, most people find the subject fascinat- 
ing and are eager read any book that promises 
“tell Unfortunately, most the telling has been 
done misfits. Although Monica Baldwin won, hands 
down, the title department with her provocative 
Leap Over The Wall, Kathryn Hulme’s The Nun’s 
Story led the field general excellence and style. The 
overall image projected these books something 
less than accurate and most nuns, understandably, take 
arather dim view the proceedings even though they 
recognize the literary values involved. However, odds 
are they will blow their collective veils when and they 
Three Lives, the most recent addition ex- 
nun literature because Teresa Lightwood’s biography 
has all the liabilities the other books and few, 
any, their assets. Although times her material 
interesting, her writing lacks both taste and style. 


Miss Lightwood dates her first life from the moment 
she entered London convent the age sixteen. 
She was not particularly happy novice but thought 
her problems would disappear when she began active 
Missionary work Bangkok. Although her account 
teveals that she was unaware the spiritual joy which 
the foundation religious life, she dragged along for 
twenty years. Finally, the age thirty-six, she was 
dispensed from her vows and began her second life 
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due time she returned Thailand head 
nurses maternity hospital. During the next 
decade she advanced professionally and enriched her 
personal life adopting two native babies, yet, for the 
most part, remained restless and unhappy. Her third 
life began with her marriage Peter Blackburn, 
Englishman who had lived India most his life. 
The courtship was not precisely idyllic because, accord- 
ing Teresa, the convent had kept her “at the emo- 
tional and intellectual levels adolescent” and she 
reached the age fifty-two “an oddly unawakened 
state.” Since she had been out the convent and 
practicing nursing for sixteen years one cannot but 
wonder about the condition her mental and emo- 
tional reflexes. 

The book ends year after the wedding, with Mrs. 
firmly convinced that the bluebird happiness has 
taken permanent residence her back yard. How- 
ever, wouldn’t bet unless, long last, Teresa 
has taken heart the advice given her sister years 
ago: “You must stop this eternal hankering after being 
somewhere where you are not, doing what you cannot, 
living how you cannot live.” the way, that sentence 
about par for Miss Lightwood’s literary course. 


The only one her lives that will much 
interest the average reader the first; and, the 
ex-nun department, this lady arrives with too little too 


late! 
Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest Illinois 


Hanson, Lawrence 

Mortal Victory: Biography Paul Cézanne 
Rinehart Winston. May 20, 1960. 245p. $4.50. 

a 

Paul Cézanne was born Aix-en-Provence January 19, 
1839 and died there October 22, 1906. His sixty-seven 
years represent struggle for recognition that was not 
fully achieved until 1895. The “mortal victory” was 
personal one, however, the culmination years 
painstaking effort; was well appreciated few years 
ago, when thousands art lovers enjoyed the loan 
exhibition Cézanne paintings the Metropolitan 
Art Museum. The landscapes, the portraits, the still 
lifes were displayed best advantage and permitted 
the observation and study that result comprehension 


technique and aesthetic Here were the. 


“forms nature,” seen cylinders, spheres, and cones, 
which were serve avenues approach for Rouault, 
Picasso, Braque and others. Here 
was the definitive showing the works the great 
post-impressionist who influenced our century con- 
siderably. 

Appreciation Paul Cézanne the artist however, 
superficial and unsatisfactory, one has appreciation 
Cézanne the man. require the special talent 
the biographer. Lawrence Hanson’s vast knowledge 
the lives and works the French impressionists and 
post-impressionists eminently qualifies him tell the 
Cézanne story. the author many fascinating 
biographies, often collaboration with his wife Eliza- 
beth. The Noble Savage: Life Paul Gauguin; 
The Passionate Pilgrim: Van Gogh Biography, and 
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The Tragic Life Toulouse-Lautrec were written 
this husband-and-wife team. 


Mr. Hanson succeeds admirably discovering Cézanne 
the man. describes the boyhood environment 
Aix where Cézanne and his companions Emile Zola 
and Baptistin Baille explored the countryside leading 
Mont Sainte-Victoire and dreamed fame and 
fortune; the influence Cézanne’s father and Zola, 
often cross purposes, disturbing the artist; the 
which made Cézanne unpopular and difficult friend; 
the unpredictable relations with Manet, Dégas, Renoir, 
Monet, Pissarro and Gauguin. 


Cézanne’s paintings were generally unappreciated and 
were cause for derision among his contemporaries. 
“Inevitably,” writes Mr. Hanson, “Cézanne became the 
wild beast modern painting, ferocious meet, fero- 
cious his canvases.” Not until 1882 did have 
painting exhibited the Salon; his first one-man 
show, arranged the art dealer Ambroise Vollard, 
took place 1895! 
The family life with Hortense, the tragedy broken 
friendship with Zola, the lonely artist persevering 
his work are treated with sympathy and discrimination. 
The descriptions the paintings, the Mont Sainte- 
Victoire renderings, Madame Cézanne, The Boy 
Red Waistcoat, The Card Players, the self-portraits 
have special interest when revealed their biographical 
setting. 
attractive book. The illustrations (black and 
white) are aptly chosen accompany the biographical 
detail. There carefully selected bibliography. The 
index helpful feature. Unquestionably, Mortal 
Victory worthy companion The Noble Savage 
and The Passionate Pilgrim. 

Lawrence Mann, 

University Scranton 


Redgrave, Michael The Mountebank’s Tale 
Harper. May 21,1960. 134p. $3.00. (I) 


The London Times, usually chary its praise, in- 
clined throw caution the winds when discussing 
the work Sir Michael Redgrave. Not only has 
referred him “the most gifted actor his genera- 
tion” but also “one the few modern actors touch 
greatness.” Those who saw his moving performance 
Hector Tiger the Gates can appreciate the 
tendency The Times rhapsodize. With the pub- 
lication The Actor’s Ways and Means and Mask 
Face, Sir Michael proved could write with wit, style 
and authority. Next, turning his hand fiction, this 
versatile and gifted gentleman has come with in- 
genious short novel pertinently entitled The Mounte- 
bank’s Tale. 

This the gripping story Josef Charles, great actor, 
who disappears the peak his career. Years later, 
quite accident, Sir John Fielding finds the lost artist, 
now eccentric old man playing out the closing years 
his life with amazing gusto. Breaking his self-im- 
posed silence, Josef tells Sir John the strange, haunting 
story his flight from fame and from himself. And 
first rate tale is, combining tension, pace, beauty and 
deceptive simplicity. view Redgrave’s experience 


and success actor not surprising find this 
novel authentic theatrical background and 
fully written dialogue; nor the subtle, civilized humo 
precisely unexpected. the clever plotting, the 
polished craftsmanship that catches one unawares. 
the words The London Times, “It seems little 
fair that Sir Michael Redgrave, who much better 
actor than most actors, should turn out better 
novelist than most novelists.” 


you need bit relaxation try The 


Tale. 
Sister Gregory, 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


Slaughter, Frank Pilgrims Paradise 
Doubleday. June 10, 1960. 319p. $3.95. (IIb) 

Frank Slaughter seems write for the movies. His 
stories are action filled and brimming with atmosphere 
and lore. There’s nothing deep about this writing; real 
superficiality evident character build. Motivation 
the movie type: shallow and unconvincing. But 
now and then the story line lifts itself enough reward 
the reader who wants carried away far 
places, thrilling deeds, ancient peoples. The sea 
home for the author and his knowledge both time 
and locale helps transport with ease. I’m afraid 
that you will guess the outcome the plot too easily 
but with all that, for light summer reading and for the 
this latest adventure yarn can diverting. 
The Pilgrims headed for Eluthera, Bahamas earthly 
paradise, begin their adventure Bristol and the Eng 
land 1647. years before the Mayflower and 
Cromwell directs the hopes these fervid men. 
their hearts burns that strange, twisted kind love 
God which they called Religion. Silas Sutton the 
chief pilgrim the expedition and 
wool pilgrim any cut from that harsh stock mis 
guided zealots. Silas breathes hell fire upon anyone 
catering human desires. The Massachusetts Bay 
Colony cannot look with honest pride early founders 
Silas Sutton; Obadiah Lambert, the preacher; Ralph 
Wells and others this story are replicas. These 
pilgrims would strange company for any paradise. 
The purpose the voyage settle and plan war 
against neighboring Papists Cuba. The settlers are 
grim, but the author gives some counterparts. Com- 
pletely opposite character Dr. Paul Sutton, half 
brother the expedition’s leader. Paul philanderer 
with the ladies and popular gallant with all who 
admit humanity—even Captain Hood the pirate 
band. also practitioner medicine which 
cludes from the apothecary—rum bark 
(sic) sovereign remedy for fevers. 


Paul the early stages the story sent bring 
Silas intended bride. Love first sight. But Paul 
and Pilgrim Ann resist the desire bed down and come 
Silas with virtue intact. you will guess, I’m sure, 
this romance will work out well for all concerned. 
Heady action passes, however, before that happy cul- 
mination. Ann must wait for her husband-to-be the 
pilgrims embark for new land. board the ship 
Giles Porter, Falstaffian tavern-keeper, and his daugh- 
ter Lili whose favors handed around generously will 
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prove the source downfall and atonement for 
Silas Sutton when finally his humanity bursts the 
presence such stark sensuality. 


The voyage, the pitched battles with pirates and Span- 
ish dons, the plague and sea storms, are all well told. 
special interest will the witch trial the settle- 
ment with its unfolding the devious, diabolical 
twistings sanctimonious hearts. Lili and another in- 
nocent young woman are threatened with certain death 
the hands jealous hatred until Dr. Paul comes 
the rescue with both lawyer’s and doctor’s skill. 


you can judge, it’s lusty, brawling tale; one not for 
the youngsters who will find the morality mixed 
the conflict pilgrim’s heart. 


Eugene Linehan, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Randall, Ruth Painter Elmer Ellsworth 
Little, Brown. May 295p. $5.00. (Ila) 


Elmer Ephraim Ellsworth the New York 11th Regi- 
ment was the commanding officer the first Volunteer 
Regiment mustered into Federal service the Civil 
War. also was the first Union officer killed the 
war. This tragedy took place Alexandria, Virginia, 
May 24, 1861. Ellsworth was leading his troops 
the seizure the city, shortly after the “Old Do- 
minion” voted join the rebellious states. Flying over 
the Marshall House, local hostelry, was the “rag 
rebellion” which both Ellsworth and Lincoln had often 
seen from the upper story the White House. After 
lowering the “stars and bars,” Ellsworth was shot 
the owner the hotel, Mr. James Jackson, who 
turn was killed instantly Sgt. Brownell. Col. Ells- 
worth was given state funeral from the White House, 
deeply mourned Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln and the 
entire nation. Even General Lee expressed his regrets 
over this useless sacrifice. 


Besides his unfortunate but significant demise, Elmer 
Ellsworth had two other claims notoriety the years 
immediately preceding the Civil War. Inflamed with 
ardent zeal make himself famous soldier, 
had organized, drilled and displayed famous drill-team 
Zouaves. Their uniform and skill precision drill 
were widely acclaimed from Chicago New England 
and Ellsworth, strict disciplinarian and exotic show- 
man, was the toast the town. 

Author Randall—whose Mary Lincoln, Biography 
Marriage was immensely popular—has filled her vol- 
ume with vivid account Ellsworth’s travels with his 
drill team; but after while the narrative begins pall 
with repetitiousness and similarity 
spersed with this dullness the romance, through num- 
berless letters, with Carrie Spofford. These love tokens, 
Written the stylized language that Victorian era 
Portray Ellsworth the typical lover his age, forever 
frustrated from marriage because his failure settle 
down. The Colonel’s third claim fame from the 
Pages this book his association with President Lin- 
coln, culminating his apprenticeship the Emanci- 
Pator’s law-office Springfield episode han- 
dled superbly, bit overemphasized. That Lincoln 
loved Ellsworth would son, that mourned 
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over his untimely death, and that, had survived, 
might perchance have headed the Union armies in- 
stead Grant, make this book worth perusal, but cer- 
tainly not “must” Civil War agenda. 


Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Schilling, Wilfrid The Fear Makers 
Doubleday. June 10, 1960. 322p. $3.95. (IIb) 


During the Thirties Alfred Link had been part the 
anti--Nazi movement Germany. the end the 
Second World War, his idealism led him assist the 
French occupation forces tracking down and arrest- 
ing war criminals. Eleven years later, however, the 
former Nazis, now respected public figures, set out 
take their revenge. Link accused theft and assault 
during the arrest Storm Trooper and thrown into 
After long months prison his wife has him 
released pending trial, but lawyer will take his case. 
Even the bravest them fear the power the former 
war criminals positions trust. The book ends with 
dream which the hero sees company faceless, 
nameless Germans coming shoot him his own 
home. 

The author who described the dust jacket “‘an 
anti-Nazi German who was driven out his country 
fear retribution described this novel” has two 
theses propound. First there are still Nazis Ger- 
many, some them high places. This obvious 
anyone who reads any our weekly news magazines. 
Less obvious and perhaps more important the author’s 
idea that the forgetfulness, inertia and stupid national- 
ism the ordinary German may permit these fascists 
regain and misuse all their old power. 


Though the author undoubtedly has something im- 
portant say, his writing not equal this theme. 
best the novel can described undistinguished 
piece story telling. Most the characters are 
shadowy that the story weak artistic credibility 
even when one disposed grant the probability that 
such events are taking place. Furthermore, the author 
concerned with his thesis that forgets that 
rhetoric and few scenes brutality are substitute 
for good plotting. 

good promotion job may turn this into best seller, 
but itself only run the mill treatment 
what was material for great book 


Thomas Garrett, 
University Scranton 


The Third Mystic Avila, edited and translated 
Frances Parkinson Keyes 

Farrar, Straus Cudahy. June 13, 1960. 

The sixteenth century produced two great mystics 
the persons St. Teresa Avila and St. John the 
Cross. Thanks Frances Parkinson Keyes have 
another mystic that same century, not great her 
predecessors, but nevertheless from the same Avila, one 
Maria Vela. While doing research the Avila Con- 
vent Santa Ana Isabella Castile, Mrs. Keyes 


300p. $4.75. 
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accidentally came upon the autobiographical experi- 
ences this new mystic. Immediately she sensed the 
spiritual value the manuscript and initiated plans 
publish the English language. This work Maria 
Vela has never been published any language. 


The mystical experiences are introduced foreword 
which gives good background introduction and brief 
biography the nun prior her entering the convent 
the age poor health and her mystical 
experiences created suspicion and consternation the 
religious community which averaged seventy members. 
the same time she had her sympathizers within and 
without the cloister Santa Ana. The experiences 
were thought self-suggested the point where 
she was even questioned the Inquisition. Voices 
rebuked her for imperfections, encouraged her work, 
consoled her afflictions, and clarified doubts. Nothing 
could change her convictions that these Voices came 
from God. Add this the phenomenon locked 
jaws, suspension the body, levitation the mind, 
and ecstasies varying duration. Lengthy meditations, 
scourgings, and the wearing haircloth were also part 
her life. She tried emulate St. Catherine 
Sienna the best her ability. Nothing was done 
without the knowledge consent 
directors. 

her forward the translator indicates her intention 
bringing this mystic the attention the “common 
reader.” reader, however, should have some 
knowledge spiritual life, otherwise impossible 
understand the self-revelations. The book difficult 


read, and its contents can easily subjected ridi- 


cule. The footnotes should have been the proper 
page instead the end the book. 
Complete information about the title, translator, and 
publisher printed vertically the spine the book. 
This welcome departure from the abbreviated in- 
formation which usually printed horizontal 
manner. 

Rev. Bernard Hrico, 

New Castle, Pennsylvania 


Cadell, Elizabeth The Yellow Brick Road 
Morrow. June 10, 1960. 224p. $3.50. (I) 


The title this mystery from sentence 
found The Wizard “Follow the yellow brick 
road.” the end are supposed find 
wizard who might able tell something. 
fact, begin this story, something what would 
like know because are faced with “whatisit” 
much with whodunit. The heroine, Jody Hern, 
just recovering from brief spell amnesia. She 
was found unconscious the foot staircase 
apartment house where she had gone give beauty 
treatment client. Everyone convinced that the 
lump her head and the ensuing loss conscious- 
ness must have been the result bad fall. Jody, 
however, not satisfied with this explanation because 
disturbing irrational fear which persistently over- 
whelms her whenever she recalls the events that im- 
mediately preceded her “accident.” Her sister, brother- 
in-law and fiancé try dissuade her from investigating 
the incident the pretense that her jittery nerves are 
causing her imagine things, but Jody’s curiosity 


piqued. She decides bit clue work, and the 
machinations that she uncovers are far more terrifying 
than she had anticipated. She abetted her 
Desmond, naval officer home leave who turns 
out one the elements the mystery. One 
the more arresting characters this lively tale Jody’s 
aunt, Lady Steele. She completely disillusioned 
the male the species, and her short-term marriage 
has only entrenched her her conviction that “their 
persons are coarse, their instincts deplorable and their 
company uninteresting.” 


This story, although essentially mystery, full 
startling psychological insights into human nature and 
peopled with assortment intriguing characters, 
The author’s technique succeeds, moreover, not only 
sustaining the interest but also building 
The last sentence each chapter compelling that 
the reader inevitably led the next one; this 
vides for entertainment which rapid but intensive. 


Brother Robert Alfred, 
Mennais College, 
Alfred, Maine 


Grenier, Roger Years Ambush 
Translated Linda Asher. Knopf. May 16, 1960. 248p. 
$3.75. 

unusual realistic novel which the opinion this 
reviewer part autobiographical. The author, Roger 
Grenier, was member the French underground who 
organized escapes across the Pyrenees. the time 
the liberation Paris fought the insurrection 
the Hotel Ville. After having written for Combat, 
Camus’ Resistance paper, became war correspond- 
ent covering stories Greece, Germany, Spain, Italy 
and Turkey. Presently, writes feature stories for 
France-Soir. The wide experiences which has had 
are really the basis for this book. 


Strictly speaking there are only two characters involved: 
Pierre Marsan, small-town photographer and Con- 
stance, the girl who sees the war the opportunity 
get ahead. Part one deals with the German 
tion France and for the author “life movement, 
it’s optical illusion.” one stops the motion noth- 
ing left. That truly the basic character 
stance who always seeking new adventures. During 
the war many heard the attempt made 
individuals rejoin Gaulle crossing the 
nees, the description these attempts are vivid that 
the reader feels that part the escaping group. 


The second part deals with the liberation Paris 
Those who had collaborated into hiding. The author 
vividly describes what actually took place before, during 
and after the arrival General Leclerc’s army but 
goes step further. real psychologist 
spects within his characters: the German officers and 
their fear, the German soldiers and their disappoint 
ment, the French civilian the streets, the French 
fighter. The arrival General Gaulle produces 
new enthusiasm but all this soon dies and Constance 
announces miserably with attempt bluffing that 
she has joined the army.’ 

find more less the same characters the third 
part but this time they have become part UNRRA 
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delegation Greece. Constance has become mem- 
ber this predominantly American relief organization. 
Indirectly she refers some her experiences Ger- 
many. She has changed little. She never used 
worry about time and now she feels that because her 
age she “losing her desirability.” Her job being 
completed she decides return Paris with the fear 
loneliness. 


the last part Constance New York but only for 
short while, then she goes Mexico live with 
Czech sculptor. Those who knew her the State 
thought her “great gal.” Truly she the woman 
who had wanted but never had. She loved excitement 
and the final analysis she realized and found that 
all the years that she had served that inner craving 
she had lost that which most precious—that 
serenity and peace and happiness. 


Indeed, magnificent book the war years with superb 
delineation characters, atmosphere and intro- 
spection. Linda Asher did excellent job her 
translation. 

Leon Baisier, 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Sigal, Clancy Weekend Dinlock 
Houghton, Mifflin. June 197p. $3.00. (IIb) 


“You are there,” sentence this new novel, seems 
summarize the documentary approach the anti-novel 
form this anomalous young American author. You 
leave London for the Yorkshire mining town Dinlock 
spend week-end the home miner-painter 
named Davie. You are taken guided tour 
the squalor, the bleak landscape, the stark homes 
the restless natives, insular-minded still this second 
half the twentieth century, except for the telly’s in- 
trusion. You are angry what you see: the injustices 
National Coal Board, the atrocity, and village life 
“the accomplice that atrocity,” the resigned accept- 
ance all. And yet you feel compassion, even ex- 
altation: should hate place like Dinlock wither 
Dinlock, public, will turn out hardier organism 
than the rootless communities own country.” 


You pub-hopping, East Clu’, West Clu’, the Pub, 
observing the pitiful wretches trying shuffle off the 
mortal coil the only means their disposal, drunk- 
brawling, occasional wife-swapping. Especially 
you take note Bolton, the shrewd politician and 
union boss who communist sympa- 
But most all your friend Davie whom 
you shower the greatest sympathy. artist 
caught between two worlds; has taken drugs; 
has refused back the mines but necessity com- 
pels him; has become dying miner, like his paint- 
like the village, like the whole decaying coal in- 


You return London, but after six months you revisit 

lock for more the same monotony: more pub- 
crawling, more fights, more recording union meetings. 
You are there again, except for one other scene—this 
you visit the pit. You descend the cage, walk 
miles the face, see naked, sweating, dirt- 
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covered men hacking away their frustrated but some- 
how contented lives. You return the surface, shower 
and out into the clean fresh air under bright blue 
sky thankful you are not mole rat man who 
toils the bowels the earth. 


Mr. Sigal has taken his cameras Yorkshire, and 
has not used electronic tape. has photographed 


all with his unsentimental, descriptive eye. has 


zoomared into the minutiae purposeless lives and 
panned the savage cruelty work the jungular 
veins. has also provided the commentary. 


agree with the advertising the jacket: “This the 
highest form documentary writing.” cannot, how- 
called novel the two Pennsylvania coal miners 
the New Yorker cartoon who, while working the pit, 
say: it’s Mrs. Roosevelt!” 

John Murray, 


University Scranton 


Styron, William Set This House Fire 
Random House. June 507p. $5.95. (III) 


This extremely difficult novel review adequate- 
intricately structured, varied and complex 
are its problems. However, the effort compelled 
the fact that reveals talent that could well make 
permanent contribution American letters. 


bare ouline, the novel divides itself into two parts. 
Peter Leverett describes his relationship old 
schoolmate, Mason Flagg, the first part; while the 
second, reports first hand the entanglement be- 
tween Mason Flagg and tortured American painter 
named Cass Kinsolving. The locale Sambuco, 
little town facing the sea the fabulous Amalfi drive. 
Sambuco symbolizes the land escape for Leverett 
and Kinsolving. there that the interplay between 
the three men, subtle, deep and sometimes dreadful 
takes place within the personalities the men. 


Mason Flagg bright, personable fellow with lots 
money, occasionally endearing human qualities, but 
user men and women things, that is, destroyer, 
without respect for human values, egoist with lust 
the center his desires possess not the bodies but 
the souls those with whom comes contact. 
the distinction can made, both “phony” and 
friend. Set This House Fire tells the story the 
events that led Flagg’s death violence. 
not pleasant story, but powerful. 


The substance the novel derives almost entirely from 
its technique and the method and craftsmanship its 
writing, word, from its art. Peter Leverett, adrift 
his own dissatisfactions and malaise with life, and 
Cass Kinsolving, alcoholic artist who cannot recon- 
cile himself the anguish his painter’s daimon and 
the harsh realities family life, both undergo ac- 
cumulative process self discovery through the 
medium their experience with Mason Flagg. 
quote Faulkner: each man “himself his own battle- 
ground, the scene his own vanquishment and the 
mausoleum his defeat.” 

The parallelism with Faulkner continues through the 
lyric subjectivity that broods over the harshness the 
scenes. There lurks horror the tale and many 
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unhappy and unhealthy usage sex. But the sensa- 
tion seeker will hard put titillate his senses here. 
For both the horror and the sex come under tight con- 
trol. They not exist for their own sakes kind 
pornographic purple patch. They not represent 
the naked effort force shock effect, but contribute 
tensely the total need the story. While fictitious, 
they can never said factitious. For the events 
derive from the novel’s lifeblood and, Faulkner 
too, they occur atmosphere moral outrage. 


For all this, Set This House Fire still carries mes- 
sage hope. Unlike Love Possessed, where eventu- 
ally man can possess integrity, this novel seems 
find that even evil, the man who works with his 
weaknesses will ultimately find the inner peace that 
comes when the years madness are done. 


The title comes from John Donne: “God, who when 
could not get into me, standing, and knocking, 
his ordinary meanes entring, his Word, his mer- 
cies, hath applied his judgements, and shaked the 
house, this body, with agues and palsies, and set this 
house Old Sam Johnson put Donne and his 
ilk into school and called “metaphysical.” 
noted that amid their strenuous exercises intelli- 
gence, the metaphysical poets, Donne, Herbert, Vau- 
ghan and Crashaw, were their best when writing 
religious poetry. noted too, that Dr. John- 
son’s century, “metaphysical” carried with connota- 
tions the supernatural. such, “set this house 
becomes prayer, plea existential terms 
purge self pity from the soul and body man, for 
purification the ego from the irresponsibilities 
adolescence, and finally, petition God enter the 
house that needs Him any means whatever. 


difficult book verging literary greatness, recom- 
mended all scholars and discriminating adults. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University 


Bowen, Robert (Editor) 
Holt, Rinehart Winston. May 23, 1960. 

For his symposium nine essays dealing with the grove 
academe, Robert Bowen (novelist, lecturer, edi- 
tor) invited younger men who were effective their 
particular areas and who represented important aspects 
academic work campus life. chose nine com- 
petent and productive men who are some way hav- 
ing impact, great small, their academic en- 
vironment. nationally known professors were in- 
vited say their piece, because the editor wanted men 
whose careers are still being shaped. 


According the editor’s preface, the book offers 
fair sample the men who the teaching and the 
committee work, who select the textbooks, and who 
are shaping their departments for the future. One 
Department Chairman, one Director Freshman 
English, and one the Co-ordinator Counseling 
Center; one full professor, three are associate pro- 
fessors, three assistant professors, and one still in- 
university.” The intent the editor give inside 
view the university way life, show how the 


The New Professors 
218p. $3.50. 


Best 


professors see themselves, what they find important 
their work, and how they came professors. 


Two questions were asked: (1) How did you get 
the university? (2) What are you doing there? 
the answers are all varied. Richard Welch writes 
his work the history department Lafayette 
lege. Robert Katz tells his work physics 
State University. Otto Butz, Princeton, wants 
“discover and savor life’s complexities and try 
gain glimpse into what all adds to.” 
Young, King’s College, teaches Chemistry. 
essay is, the norms interest and_ intelligence 
easily the best the book. Richard Emerson’s 
Rational Idealism” and Chandler Davis’ “From 
Exile” are two somewhat frightening viewpoints; 
son avowed Naturalist, while Davis (who 
fused answer before House Committee 
American Activities whether was Communist) 
pleads incoherently for the universities take him 
back. The other essays Shephard Inset’s experi 
ences Psychologist San Francisco State 
lege, Glenn Leggett’s Freshman English problems 
the University Washington, and Edward 
foregoing college teaching carry the classical 
tion, Phillips Exeter Academy, all are worthwhile 
contributions the American academic scene. 


The diversity the essays paradoxically gives the sym- 
posium its unity. The college professor who reads the 
book will compelled ask himself the two ques 
tions the agenda: how did get what 
doing Outsiders will somewhat shocked 
know that college professors are human. Give Robert 
Bowen “A” for imaginative, challenging 


formance. 
Arthur MacGillivray, 


Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Marson, Philip Teacher Speaks 
McKay. May 16, 1960. 230p. $3.95. 


Philip Marson’s purpose writing this book was 
map out program that would restore the academic 
high school academic excellence, specifically 
store them their status before the thirties. 


However, large portion the work autobiographi- 
cal—his own thirty-one years English teacher 
the famed Boston Latin School. This part 
manding interest any one who has ever taught 
public school system. His colleagues the zenith 
their careers were school masters; masters not only 
their subjects but their individual domains. 
ards were enforced them and set Harvard. 
cause Harvard accepted students upon the basis 
single criterion, academic excellence indicated 
performance the College Entrance Examinations, 
the task the masters was clear cut. The function 
administration was keep out the way 
teaching and attend the details housekeeping 
downtown the administration building. Neither 
ciplinary problems nor incompetence existed. The mor 
tality rate was sixty-five’per cent. Some masters 
cruel, others intolerant, but all were competent. Each 
taught boy something needed scholastically. 


JUNE 15, 


One’s sat 
students 

better 
cultural 
Marson 
return 
deman 
should 
are not 


Better 
managem 
rewards. 

not 
Fifty 
schools 
higher 
This 
what’s-w1 
closed 
biography 
educat 
less, there 
will com 
school 


Novak, 
Doubleday 
For the 
followed 
come 
tors and 

ever, Jose 
With the 
treats the 
the 


Joseph 
author, 
one 
conversat 
ticular 
sations 
crucial 
More 
Soviet 
trols whi 
Police 
few 
munist 
seems 
transferre 

creat 


15, 1960 


One’s satisfaction was not material reward, but seeing 
students learn, gain insight into literary works, write 
better and speak well. know you had part the 
cultural development youth must the teacher’s 
compensation. 

Marson presents well organized platform for the 
return the high school the excellence ante-pro- 
gressivism. would have the college citadels back 
demanding scholars who read and can write. Essay 
examinations would important part admission 
requirements. Personality tests, athletic records, etc., 
should not used the admissions offices. Numbers 
are not important but quality scholarship is. 


Better teachers who should have more say school 
management, could secured appropriate financial 
rewards. Elementary schools must return drill, 
teaching basic subjects. Marking must absolute and 
not the curve. 
Fifty colleges should educate the gifted; admission 
determined common difficult examination. The 
schools would set the pace for other institutions 
higher learning. 
This book opened with hesitation, being another 
closed with regret because the well-written auto- 
biography; but feel that return the good old days 
education Marson sees not be. Neverthe- 
less, there are many specific planks his platform that 
will command the study collegiate and secondary 
school administrators. 


Department Education, 
University Scranton, 
Scranton Pennsylvania 


Novak, Joseph The Future Ours, Comrade 
Doubleday. May 20,1960. 286p. $3.95. 

For the past ten years one analysis the Russians has 
followed its predecessor quick succession. They have 
come from the pens scholars, diplomats, casual visi- 
tors and former Soviet citizens. many ways, how- 
ever, Joseph Novak’s book, sub-titled “Conversations 
With the Russians,” more revealing than most. 
treats the question which bothers everyone interested 
the Soviet question: are the Russians them- 
selves thinking; are they really for against Com- 
munism?” 


Joseph Novak pseudonym for obvious reasons. The 
author, long term visitor the Soviet Union from 
one the satellite countries, was able have long 
conversations with many Russians. grinds par- 
ticular axe; all tries report these conver- 
sations they transpired. But the answers the 
crucial questions are not encouraging. Forty years and 
more Communist rule have conditioned the people 
Soviet style thinking. has imposed invisible con- 
which are just effective the dread secret 
Police the Stalin era. 

few revealing notes may indicate some typical Com- 
munist thinking strange areas. The housing shortage 
seems deliberate the Soviet Union. has 
transferred the center man’s life his work. “It 
hes created the habit interference with man’s 
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privacy and subordination his private life the 
interest the group people with whom lives” 
(p. 32). Conformity the rule the day for one 
wishes transferred someplace “out there” where 
they would “all alone and for long time, too” (p. 
113). Even mass demonstrations university students 
and teen-agers have learned respect the “govern- 
ment among the crowd, the agents who are the 
crowd” (p. 125). certain “guilt complex” affects 
everyone that they may wonder what crime 
had been committed but would not wonder about those 
who imprisoned” relative friend (p. 137). Through 
these manifestations and many others, Communism has 
managed “to change humans into animals” (p. 141) 
obedient, docile and least outwardly devoted the 
Soviet ideal. 
There much food for thought this worth while 
book, but short summary what Communism 
means wanted, Dymitrij, Party official stated it, 
does not matter what man really is. man 
only what others think is, nothing more” (p. 
220). some ways almost incredible that 
many revealed much one man, but the pattern 
logical. Here, nowhere else, revealed what Com- 
munism has done man’s spirit. This now the life 
the Russian which neither diplomat, nor tourist, nor 
journalist can see too clearly. 

Walter Jaskievicz, 

Institute Russian Studies, 

Fordham University 


Schapiro, Leonard 
The Communist Party the Soviet Union 
Random House. May $7.50. 


Leonard Schapiro, Reader Russian Government and 
Politics the University London, has written 
interesting and scholarly monograph devoted the 
history the Communist Party the Soviet Union. 
has based his study primary source materials 
and discusses many problems pertaining the 
especially before the time Stalin’s dictatorship 
they were related other historic events. 


Among other things, for example, the author paints 
picture the two other revolutionary parties—the men- 
sheviks and the socialist revolutionaries—which domi- 
nated the scene from February September 1917. 
shows that their activity actually created favorable 
atmosphere for the Communists for “Their propaganda 
the soldiers, even they did not intend it, was little 
less disruptive than that the frankly defeatist bol- 
sheviks” (p. 159). Moreover, until the very eve the 
October Revolution, local party organizations (out 
163 listed) remained joint bolshevik-menshevik (p. 
164). And Stalin’s position before Lenin’s arrival 
Petrograd was very close the menshevik position. 
“The divisions inside the (Communist) party became 
apparent All-Russian Conference, held between 
and April. Stalin succeeded winning 
unanimous approval for resolution relations with 
the Provisional Government: this was based the as- 
sumption, which one questioned, that long period 
bourgeois middle-class democratic government had 
now begun, and that dictatorship the proletariat only 
related the very distant future” (p. 162). 
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the same time the author brings out interesting de- 
tails some Lenin’s prognoses which eventually 
turned out wrong. Thus, when Lenin discussed 
the possibility achieving power Russia, wrote 
(Oct. 1915), “Then should have prepare and 
lead revolutionary war, with the object rousing 
insurrection all the colonies and dependent countries 
Asia well the socialist proletariat Europe” 
(p. 151). spite this one Lenin’s first steps was 
avoid any projects for revolutions (pp. 183-186). 
preferred sign the Brest-Litovsk Treaty Peace with 
“militarist and imperialist Germany.” 


Despite the author’s obvious scholarship and care, the 
book not completely free shortcomings, mistakes 
and some wrong conclusions. maintains, for ex- 
ample, that the July demonstration Petrograd seri- 
ously altered the whole situation for the bolsheviks. 
“Their popularity waned almost rapidly had 
waxed” (p. 167). Yet there were reasons for such 
change. The author evidently forgot the urgent po- 
litical and economic problems that day beginning 
with the war with Germany. The Provisional Govern- 
ment insisted, against the desire the people, con- 
tinuing the war until ultimate Russian victory. The 
other crying problems kept putting off until the Rus- 
sian Parliament convened. the other hand, the 
same time the bolsheviks were promising immediate 
solution all these problems. 


result these promises the popularity the 
bolsheviks continued grow among the workers and 
soldiers. “The Second All-Russian Congress Soviets 
Worker and Soldier delegates gave fair picture 
the strength the bolsheviks the About 
300 delegates out some 650 were bolsheviks, and 
addition about half the socialist revolutionaries sup- 
ported the bolsheviks” (p. 170). The picture had been 
completely different the First Congress Soviets 
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June 1917 just before the July demonstration. Then 
only 105 bolsheviks were present among 285 
revolutionaries and 248 mensheviks (p. 164). 


Elsewhere the author hastens conclusions 
sufficient evidence. his statements especially about 
“The Old and Neo-Stalinists” (p. 491) and the 
system government” (p. 499) the author com 
pletely wrong. does not want comprehend that 
the unlimited dictatorship Stalin before the war 
eliminated any independent political even adminis 
trative tendencies “the old the 
Likewise, should obvious that the dictatorship 
the Communist Party eliminates any possible “dual 
form government.” 


Also, one can point out, that rather unexpected 
read that “After 1939 the party was engaged extend. 
ing its control over both agriculture and industry” 
484). The Communist Party established its complete 
control over the economy the country early 
1930. Since that time communist leadership has been 
seeking better forms regulation and management, 
not control. The Eighteenth Conference the 
munist Party, which mentioned the author, 
voted attention this problem had many previous 
congresses. Future congresses will also look for better 
organization the state economy” the same 
way. 


All which goes prove that the optimum book 
yet written. The Communist Party the 
Soviet Union, the first and well-documented part 
necessarily much better than the second part devoted 
the Stalin and post-Stalin years. 
criticism does not detract from the book’s positive 
merits, for serious contribution which should 
interest the average reader well the researcher 
and/or the teacher. 

Constantine Krypton, 

Institute Russian Studies, 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Carter, John Franklin 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. 

“An insider’s view American political personalities 
and events from 1930 1960” the informal subtitle 
this little book, which manages just that 
textbook political ghost writing and frank primer 
political reality well. The insider John Franklin 
Carter who has variously worked the State 
ment, Department Agriculture, newspaperman, 
writer, World War intelligence chief, and ghost 
writer speeches for such figures Franklin 
Roosevelt, Harry Truman, Thomas Dewey, and Nelson 
Rockefeller. matter his restless political affiliations, 
Carter’s experiences well qualify him write 
esting, often breezy, account the “inside story.” 


the foreword Carter states “that politics, like sex 
and religion, expression the creative 
that illumines the human race.” The book that follows 
purportedly textbook, though breezy and 
the art Power and Persuasion. modern politics 
the free world, says Carter, this means “ghosting” 


Power and Persuasion 
May 16, 1960. 200p. $3.95. 
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political speeches persuade the multitude behalf 
politicians and statesmen. The author perhaps re- 
his ultimate aim when paid his respects the 
much maligned Machiavelli, whose book The Prince 
methods fifteenth century Italy.” Carter’s little book 
its own way clinical report, too, successful 
political methods the middle twentieth century. 


Mr. Carter such political realist that even his 
most respected political model, R., does not re- 
main unscathed. The book can indeed hardly fail 
miss one more idols any possible reader—if not 
the contemporary president, then old New Dealers, 
Fair Dealers, labor union heads, stand-pat Repub- 
obstructionist Democrats. This son 
minister even aims torpedo the favorite belief 
many Protestant flatly saying, “Sooner later, 
the American community will have find the way 
recognize and support the Catholic system parochial 
schools and institutions higher learning.” But Cath- 
will not feel too smug either, for again the author 
says that American Catholics, Jews, Negroes imitate 
the “Protestant aborigines,” even such matters “as 
divorce, birth control and the separation Church 
and State.” 


some extent this unique book also original 
historical source Carter’s own experiences, though 
much apparently hearsay. One instance will suffice. 
According Carter, the first Tuesday before Pearl 
Harbor, told him that Japan would attack 
“within week ten days.” Carter meant this 
illustrate Roosevelt’s foresight, but the incident can just 
well add fuel the fires Roosevelt’s critics. 


And what the state American politics according 
modern Machiavelli? “Both political parties are, 
essence, corrupt. The Republicans are 
mass corruption And the world level: 
terrorism remains one the most persistent and effec- 
tive forms political persuasion known the mind 
man.” What hope Only persuasion and 
propaganda based truth can work the long run, 
says the author. the meantime all better 
prepared cope with the “dirty Irish trick” and the 
“campaign authentically revealed John 


Franklin Carter. 
Richard Meyer, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Fletcher, Grace Nies Marriage Heaven 
Dutton. June 340p. $3.95. (1) 
Grace Nies Fletcher’s new novel, Marriage 
centers its plot around the marital difficulties 
pampered young Southern girl and her idealistic 
young minister husband who, besides being poor, has 
also the misfortune come from New England. After 
discharged from his World War chaplaincy, the 
two take residence his dingy Boston parish where 
Marcy forced make difficult adjustments her 
new role “preacher’s wife,” not the least which 
death her son birth. 


Bitter and disillusioned God, she returns Texas, 
joins David his new pastorate 
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small town Massachusetts. Here the last half the 
novel takes place, with Marcy encountering osten- 
sible rival for her husband’s love, automobile acci- 
dent which rakish town scion attempts make 
love her, the sudden death young parish child, 
David’s contraction polio and, finally, his near death 


drowning. the book’s close, she last recon- 


ciled her baby’s death, her position wife 
dedicated man, and blessed with the future arrival 
another child. 


Marriage Heaven is, according literary stand- 
ards, very poor book. The novel terribly senti- 
mental, its characters have all the earmarks “soap 
opera” principals, and the events range from downright 
maudlin incredible. saccharine, “popular,” re- 
ligious fiction, right out the Grace Livingston Hill, 
Temple Bailey, Going Way school, and never be- 
gins approach, realistic sense, the infinite com- 
plexity the relationship the central characters 
God and themselves. 


Yet, there something pathetically charming about the 
book, and would doing real disservice did 
not mention this fact. Perhaps the decent and 
high-minded sincerity the author who evidently 
trying show, the novel’s two main figures, the 
nobility and the difficulty the clergyman’s, particu- 
larly the married clergyman’s, calling. Perhaps the 
book’s charm lies its literary antiquity—in its close 
nostalgic kinship type fiction which has long 
since passed, but which was popular happier, less 
hectic age when such writing (advertised the hun- 
dreds the inner wrapper each published volume) 
was devoured thousands well-meaning, ordinary 
readers. sure, these values are not literary ones, 
and would never recommend the book 
literary grounds. But must confess that its presence 
our libraries would infinitely preferable some 
the better written sensational debris which clut- 
ters the shelves the Fiction sections our public 
libraries. This novel emphatically not for the 
Greene, Waugh, Mauriac fans, anymore than The 
Power and the Glory meant for every reader. But 
for the audience who would enjoy this long since 
dormant school sentimental fiction, probably 
good any its predecessors. 


William Lynch, 
Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Chaplin, Charles, Jr. (with and Rau) 
Father: Charles Chaplin 
Random House. May 30,1960. 369p. $4.95. (IIb) 


must divergence the art forms that accounts 
for the seeming fact that film-star biographies lack the 
depths focus and human interests that are embodied 
and remembered stories the theatrical life. Does 
rest the finished product merely evinced 
the written form? that the chiaroscuro 
pales beside breathing spirit? Not once this season 
has plethora stories about Hollywood’s wellknowns 
been able approach the more enduring interest 
stories about the Fabulous Invalid. 


Then 
thout 
about 
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This lack evident Charles Chaplin, Jr.’s Father 
autobiography, rather than purported biography, and 
stated history the noted comedian’s films. This 
variety, however, militates against any strong conclu- 
sions and leads one the “wonderment” 
could also lead such searchingly cynical questions 
the future plans those concerned with regard 
thoughts repatriation? favorable press? growing 


For this story that once pathetic and forlorn. 
the story Charles, Jr., and Sydney, whose mother, 
Lita Grey, was divorced before the writer was two. 
This separation, resulting bitter custody fight over 
the children, delicately written of, almost happy 
vein. This only serves underline the grim processes 
wood military school, and weekends with father who 
was great entertainer, dreamer, silent man with 
flashes sudden tempers, jovial host, perfectionist 
artist, and guardian Paulette Goddard, his 
“protégée.” 

Admitting the emotional unstability his mother, the 
writer feelingly tells the boys’ search for security, 
they wade through various escapades, stories various 
servants, film luminaries, parties, incidents the set, 
and holidays, which only add dry dust the pro- 
ceedings. great affection, writes his step- 
mother, and the ultimate parting the ways. seems 
that the screen, “Father” was admired the world 
over very funny man, but the sons admitted 
themselves that life with “Father” was too mercurial 
certain his continued affection. The inescapable 
similarity stories children divorce there, 
coupled with the press attention accorded the sons 
the greatest comedian his time. 


goodly part the book concerned with the 
shadows the greatest comedian’s existence. One 
the first shadows, apart from taxation and governmental 
procedures, was the story Joan Barry, the mother 
accusing the comedian father her illegitimate 
child. Here, the son, who recounts the story with in- 
timate glimpses Miss Barry the Hollywood scene, 
states plainly the abuses the proceedings against his 
father. The subsequent political attacks and revilings 
the press that followed, believes, were the results 
his moral reputation and besmirchment emotional 
resentments apart from the facts. 


Betwixt and between, see glimpses the author’s 
war experiences, some parts his own mediocre thea- 
trical career, brief mention his brother Sydney’s 
musical-comedy success, and his own marital problems 
alcholism and divorce. 

The finale this expose sons and careers ends 
slightly maudlin effect with the inclusion letter 
from the happily-married star Vevey, Switzerland. 
From the Parnassus fatherhood seven children 
his marriage Oona advises his son 
make every effort make his daughter happy, giving 
her the security the environment both parents. 
Ironically, the letter arrived after the son’s separation 
from his wife. The letter also includes the news that 


the comedian working his memoirs, and 
hoped these will more fruitful interest. 


For who can remember well the person 
firsthand about the days when comedy was King? 


Judson Haye, 
Montebello, California 


Brown, Harry The Stars Their 
Knopf. June 362p. $4.50. (IIb) 


Having taken his “walk the sun,” Harry Brown 
courting the best-seller lists again with title from th; 
Book Judges and story about pioneer feuding 
has all the proved formulae for popular success 
eventual enshrinement lurid-covered paperback 
movie version. Despite some pretensions epic 
ment, his book fundamentally adult western thz 
weaves fight over water rights, many shootings, 
liberal amount sordid sex, and all the 
characters into series action-packed 
episodes. 

The whole account limited about two weeks 
1879 the small town Divide, where men are 
and women are either unfaithful wives aspiring 
nicators. When the Forkhandle River begins 
dry, Perce Randall and his family, largest ranchers 
the area, are suspected having dammed it. 
gravate the town’s resentment, beautiful Ellen 
takes refuge with the Randalls escape her 
husband, Mark, but suspected—with good 
consorting with wastrel Pax Randall. 


While Pax lewdly alternating between Ellen and: 
servant, sixteen-year-old Dolores, his brother 
tries unsuccessfully placate the town. 
formed with the hired help Arch Eastmore, 
sional gunman living with Maude Fletcher, 
only admitted prostitute. Arch has just discovered 
has weak heart and must avoid excitement, 
Dolores the grass, vengeful upon discovery 
duplicity, and the need money are too much 
good resolutions. 

Through series mistakes Arch kills the 
Randall, Luke; the Randalls kill Pace Gray, 
idolizing Protegé; Lydia Lacy frames Arch rid 
her husband, Alan; and the posse decimated 
ambush. The wholesale carnage culminates in: 
duel between Arch and Hallock from which 
emerges the victor. The river rises and all the 
understandings are set straight general 
tion, but good old misunderstood Arch dies heat 
attack Maude’s arms. 

Intermingled are several subordinate actions that 
color and suspense plot well suited 
adaptation. These include drinking bouts, horse 
between Pax and Drury Wynward, Luke 
coming-of-age party, the hectic married life Sherif 
McLeod and his shrewish wife, Cora Randall’s 
logical charge incest against Pax, Lydia’s affair 
George Throstle, giant Jack Menzies’ crazed suicide, 
the killing Pax Arch’s fellow gunman, Phil 
Nary chapter lacks either death seduction. 
Clearly the action brutal, but also has 
harmony with the rough characters who conduct 
Their delineation done with crude, bold strokes 
interest always rests primarily incident, and Brow 
technically skilled telling story with 
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suspense. His book will hold the interest almost 
any reader, but adult much the same sense 


imported movie. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Abraham Flexner: Autobiography 
Simon and Schuster. May 16, 1960. 292p. $5.00. 
Abraham Flexner’s book that rare kind autobiog- 
raphy which goes beyond mere recital facts pre- 
sent genuine human being with warmth and depth 
that are indeed memorable. The author needs in- 
troduction anyone interested American educa- 
tion. has become more than legend for his early 
efforts schoolmaster the famous “Mr. 
Flexner’s School,” for his passionate dedication the 
cause enlightened and thoroughly professional 
medical education, and for his lifelong interest al- 
most all phases the educational process. 
This book, complete revision, brought date, 
the author’s Remember, might more aptly called 
educational autobiography. recalls with moving 
candor the humble circumstances which was 
born and developed one nine children and the 
great influence exerted the family resourceful 
and hard-working parents who “had pitched their own 
ideals incredibly high,” and “like other pioneers, relied 
themselves. They faced facts, endured hardships, 
clung ideals, and acted fearlessly, persistently, con- 
‘They can,’ Virgil says, ‘because they think 
they can’.” 
The turning point his development, Flexner con- 
tends, was his coming Johns Hopkins University 
1884. The learning her professors, and the excite- 
ment the intellectual adventure which was 
exposed insured his commitment education. His 
college career was followed period teaching 
Louisville High School and the formation his own 
school, episode marked with success because his 
uncompromising devotion excellence and his realiza- 
tion the “impossibility combining tender regard 
for mediocrity with real enthusiasm for learning.” 
Flexner’s aims, however, were set still higher; his great 
desire was make major contribution the field 
education. Hence gave teaching become asso- 
ciated with such organizations the Carnegie Founda- 
tion for the Advancement Teaching and the General 
Education Board. During the many years was asso- 
tiated with these endeavors, did his penetrating sur- 
veys medical education the United States, Canada, 
Great Britain, Germany, and France, always sharply 
critical any form incompetence, always searching 
for the highest possible standards. 
exaggerate his genius for fund-raising. 
like Rockefeller, Carnegie, Rosenwald, 
and many others valued the wisdom his 
foresight and judgment. Through their magnanimous 
and his untiring energies first rate medical 
were built strengthened Iowa, Cornell, 
ochester, and Vanderbilt, name only few. In- 
deed, through their combined efforts American medi- 


gained stature that today unchal- 
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Even retirement failed lessen his enthusiasm; 
brought the fulfillment his greatest dream, the Insti- 
tute for Advanced Study Princeton, towering bul- 
wark the American academic scene. 


Flexner’s statement the purpose the institute 
indicative the high standards set whenever 
wrote spoke education: “It should 
where scholars and scientists could regard the world 
and its phenomena their laboratory, without being 
carried off the maelstrom the immediate; should 
simple, comfortable, quiet without being monastic 
remote; should afraid issue, yet should 
under pressure from any side which might tend 
force its scholars prejudiced either for against 
any particular solution the problems under study; 
and should provide the facilities, the tranquility, and 
the time requisite fundamental inquiry. Its scholars 
should enjoy complete intellectual liberty and abso- 
lutely free from administrative responsibilities con- 
cerns.” 


Writing, lecturing, and offering sage advice based 
lifetime experience occupied Flexner during his last 
years; remained extremely active even the age 
ninety-two. His life classic illustration the motto 
which held dear, burn that may use.” 


This book which should read not only all 
educators from the novice teacher the university 
president, but also all who are genuinely interested 
the meaning and purpose education. is, sug- 
gested earlier, more than collection biographical 
data; philosophy education which presents 
the highest ideals and insists the importance 
never shrinking from the struggle attain these ideals. 


John Mahoney, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Gibbs, Peter Crimean Blunder 
Rinehart Winston. May 26, 1960. 297p. $4.50. 


This story the Crimean War exceptionally easy 
read. very few words, the author can reveal with 
pungent irony the monumental stupidity that often 
characterized the waging this war and its leaders. 
the other hand, when paying tribute the 
matchless discipline and courage the English fighting- 
man, the Charge the Light Brigade Bala- 
clava, praising the dignity and example Flor- 
ence Nightingale Scutari, his exposition rises gran- 
deur. also brings light how the power war 
correspondent the person William Howard Russell 
can affect the waging war. 


dispute about the right hold keys the Church 
the Holy Sepulchre provided the occasion for war 
with Russia one side and Turkey, France and Eng- 
land the other. The Turks with very little help 
from their had managed drive the Russians 
from their territory, but nothing less than major mili- 
tary victory their own would satisfy England and 
France, they decided capture and destroy Sebasto- 
pol the Crimea. This meaningless operation took 
more than year, cost nearly 300,000 lives and settled 
nothing. But the story worth retelling. The author 
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does special justice the battles Alma Balaclava 
and Mount Inkerman well the strategy and 
lack before Sebastopol. Excellent maps and 
photographs the day contribute the understanding 
the story. This book the stupidity war can 
heartily recommended all. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Giot, Brittany 


Praeger. May 272p. $6.50. (Ila) 


Someone should give special award Praeger for 
publishing this country the series Ancient Peoples 
and Places, edited generally Glyn Daniel. were 
all the others, this volume well written and 
edited, well printed, well illustrated, and satisfactory 
every way. the other hand, these are not 
“popular” books. the case the present one, the 
introductory chapters would somewhat formidable 
one who not well geology, and technical 
archaeological words are found many the 
subsequent pages. However, for one who has any in- 
terest all archaeology, the use the dictionary 
and the satisfaction reading the first synthetic book 
the archaeology fascinating region are worth 
the effort. 


The ancient history the rugged peninsula Brittany 
indeed interesting. Distribution maps help 
understand from whence came the cultural influences 
from outside, some cases predominantly sea, 
others directly from the continent and France. both 
eventualities, broadening perceive how far away 
were the originating centers waves cultures. They 
often help understand how the people an- 
cestral era lived. Thus, note that the peninsula, 
with its stoney ground, poor soils and plant and animal 
life, left the people the Old Stone Age other 
choice than live the coasts and subsist sea food. 


From handaxes variety iron tools and weapons, 
the story Armorican culture passes through many 
phases. During the New Stone Age, Brittany was 
marginal area, but nevertheless equipped with culti- 
vated plants and domesticated animals. 
Megalithic on, the history becomes more interesting and 
varied. Passage Graves came sea, Gallery Graves 
land. Then appear the famous Bell Beakers, origi- 
nating Spain. Polished stone axes imitate the Bronze 
Battle Axes, use more civilized areas Europe 
(which could secure the materials for bronze tools). 
Everybody has heard the famous Carnac, with its 
thousands standing huge stones. The word “menhir,” 
long since adopted world archaeology, Armori- 
can word. These monuments ancient industry and 
spirit are still mysterious, even after possible explana- 
tions their alignments have been discussed. After 
the Bronze Age, there much space given the Iron 
Age, which leads the threshold written history. 
All all excellent book. 


Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Delderfield, Napoleon Lov 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. May 16, 1960. 304p. $5.00. (IIb) 
discussion the love-life Napoleon might make 
interesting article, but becomes rather boring and 
monotonous when expanded 300 page book. The 
narrow limits the subject necessarily involve much 
repetition and, each chapter devoted different 
inamorata, the only difference after while seems 
the name the character concerned. While the 
author’s treatment not salacious the usual seng 


that word, its constant emphasis illicit sexual 


tions bound have harmful effect the 
tion and emotions some readers. Napoleon thought 
himself superior genius, not bound the laws 
ordinary morality; yet without exception, the objects 
his wandering affection were heartless, 
group adventuresses, mostly actresses, intent only 
exploiting their opportunities. Even Josephine and 
Marie Louise showed shocking lack understanding 
and gratitude being unfaithful husband who 
seems have spent most his time philandering with 
other women than his wife. 

The book has historical literary value and, after 


the first couple chapters, will fail hold the interes 
any but the most sentimental addicts romantic 


love. 
Gallagher, 
University Scranton 
Stein, Edith The Science the Cros 


Regnery. May 240p. $4.75. (Ila) 

This the last work Edith Stein and the first her 
tifully written and sensitive exposition the doctrine 
and writings one who must frequently have been her 
inspiration. Hilda Graef who has done the translating 
this study St. John the Cross has almost always 
succeeded giving the English idiom. 


The three large divisions the book are preceded 
four short sections introduction. The translator’s 
ace alerts the fact that this approach St. John 
made not theologian mystical writer, but 
woman, professional philosopher, more exactly 
phenomenologist, disciple Edmund Husserl,” ix). 
Hilda Graef also warns that her translation she 
has not used the standard edition the works 
John the Cross and the two reasons for her not 
doing so. 

The preface the Editor (Dr. Lucy Gelber) longer 
and contains among other things short 
note Edith Stein, some remarks upon the origin and 
aim The Science The Cross and short 
tion the personality Edith Stein the light the 
Science the Cross. 

the Foreword the author herself tells what 
attempting this book, “to understand John 
the Cross and through the unity his being 
expressed his life and works” (p. xxi). Her 
are scrupulously cited and her purpose work out 
philosophy the person established. 

After introduction, Edith Stein ranges her finding 
under three headings: The Message the Cross, The 
Doctrine the Cross, The Imitation the Cross. The 
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frst and last these are easier read and comprehend 
than the second, perhaps because they deal with John 
the man, and the second wrestles with the profound 
concepts darkness, purification, and faith. The last 
this part “The Glory the Resurrection 
positively sings even translation the vision which 
was John’s but which also must have been that Edith 
Stein she understood more and more deeply the 
Carmelite vocation. Born Jewish parents she was 
thirty when she became Catholic and forty-two years 
when she entered religious life. From Cologne 
Echt Holland she carried her cross and Auschwitz 
che knew its glory. 

review since studies detail and solidly the central 
fact the cross Christ’s life, the life St. John 
the Cross and each our lives. book for 
adults who wish know “our true God and Lord” and 
preserve peace their hearts. 


Sister Mary William, Ph.D., 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Valtierra, Angel Peter Claver: Saint the Slaves 
Newman. May 328p. $4.75. (I) 

Last month Newman Press published new life St. 
Peter Claver, the apostle the slaves, carrying the 
fne work modern critical hagiography. This latest 
biography excellent study Claver young 
man, social worker without peer, human being 
and saint. There none the pious acceptance 
and embroidery fact. Rather, the author 
uses the basis for his book the actual documents 
the Process Canonization itself with its sworn eye- 
witness accounts the activity the Jesuit Colom- 
bia. Besides this, makes use documents hitherto 
not consulted earlier biographers this particular 
saint. 

Father Valtierra takes pains give the reader sketch 
the character Alphonsus Rodriguez, the porter 
the College Montesion Majorca, who had such 
profound influence the life Peter Claver. 
was who first filled Claver’s mind with the thought 
the Negro missions America and who helped lay 
the foundation his spiritual life. Although the two 
were destined never meet again earth, Claver’s 
subsequent career was patterned after the principles 
instilled Alphonsus, much that the one seems 
continuation the other. 

Once the missions Cartagena, Claver became 
supremely zealous social worker and apostle. He, 
naturally enough, soon became the center several 
controversies involving the slave dealers, the owners and 
the members his own community. The saint had 
much indeed from the slaves, but 
much more from the others involved the slave trade. 


The biographer does not spare the squeamish 
descriptions the conditions under 
which Father Claver worked and the heroic charity dis- 
the apostle. Furthermore, takes pains 
outline Claver’s methods Christianizing the 
order silence the critics mass-conversion. 
proves definitely that the Jesuit, although bap- 
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tized over 300,000 souls, was amazingly painstaking 
instructing them—a fact all the more astounding con- 
sidering the difficulties under which labored. 


short, here have fine biography heartily 
recommended all involved social service and 
the interested reader general. 


Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 
Leonardtown, Maryland 


Hancock, Ralph and Julian Weston 
The Lost Treasures Cocos Island 
Nelson. May 23, 1960. 325p. $5.00. (1) 


This factual account the treasures that are sup- 
posed buried the little island Cocos and 
also detailed account the various attempts that 
have been made recover the treasures. The presup- 
position the book that the treasures are still there. 
Julian Weston and Ralph Hancock were both news- 
paper men, who were stationed Central America and 
both interested the Cocos island treasures. Weston 
wrote book which was never published. When 
died 1956 all his material was bequeathed Han- 
cock who amplified the material with his own findings 
and wrote the present volume. 


The telling the story leaves much desired, even 
though both the writers are professionals that field. 
Perhaps the chief defect the writing the book 
that the material spread out too thin. The writers 
contradict this view saying that the book contains 
only small amount the material hand. that 
event may that they intend the book source 
book for future treasure seekers. Obviously such infor- 
mation less interest the casual reader. 


simple outline the events that led the burying 
the main treasure follows. (Various pirate captains 
are supposed have buried treasure here too.) 
the early 1800’s much South America belonged 
Spain and much the wealth produced went the 
mother country. All this wealth piled Lima for 
eleven years because the constant uprisings and re- 
bellions and because the sea was controlled the 
August, 1821, the rebels threatened land 
also. What with the treasure? 


the harbor lay English ship, the Mary Deare. 
The Spanish treasure, augmented golden church 
ornaments and utensils, was loaded the ship, and 
sailed for Panama, still securely under Spanish rule. 
However, the crew the Mary Deare murdered the 
Spanish guards and buried the treasure temporarily 
the little island Cocos, which lies about 500 miles 
due west Panama City. 

The Mary was shortly after picked 
Spanish man war whose captain knew about the 
treasure which had been loaded her. When the 
members the crew were reluctant talk hung 
them all except the captain and the first mate who 
agreed show him where the treasure was hidden. 


This was the first expedition try recover the treas- 
ure. This and all the subsequent expeditions came 
grief. Some had very distinguished leadership. 
Malcolm Campbell, the speed King, led one the 
expeditions. Some had much money behind them; 
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most were small. But the little island, only three 
miles four miles, was able preserve its treasure. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Shapiro, Karl Defense Ignorance 
Random House. May 1960. 338p. $4.00. 


According its author, Mr. Karl Shapiro, Defense 
Ignorance contains essays that “are intended 
the last criticism shall ever write. this book 
getting together those few essays which think worth 
keeping and which hope will some help young 
poets and would-be critics.” The collection essays 
sets forth direct, readable prose poet Shapiro’s liter- 
ary creeds. beyond doubt the most outspoken 
statement poetic tastes and distastes come from 
important writer some time. 


Before World War II, Mr. Shapiro gained 
portant hearing the recognized quarterlies poetry 
largely through the influence the late Mat- 
thiessen. And the writers Matthiessen championed 
his criticism chiefly Eliot the principal 
targets Mr. Shapiro’s venom. calls Eliot the chief 
obstacle poetry today and likens him “one 
those mighty castles Bavaria which are remarkably 
visible, famed for their unsightliness, and too expensive 
tear down.” 


chapter called “The Death Literary Judgment,” 
Mr. Shapiro undertakes review Eliot’s poetry, 
weigh it, says, poetry and not sociology 
aesthetics. After “The Love Song Alfred Pru- 
frock,” “the high point Eliot’s poetry,” there was 
falling off imagistic power and considerable in- 
crease rhetoric. More and more the poetry called 
for exercises footnoting. Concerning The Waste 
Land, Mr. Shapiro claims that any part “can 
switched with any other part without changing the 
sense the poem.” “But hoax not, was very 
shortly made the sacred cow modern poetry and the 
object more pious literary nonsense than any modern 
work save the Cantos Pound.” What came later, 
are told, includes “everything from church pageants 
Christmas-card poems.” With the appearance 
the Quartets, have the “evidence total dissolu- 
tion poetic skill and even confession poetic 
bankruptcy.” 

The other targets Mr. Shapiro’s attack are Ezra 
Pound (“The Scapegoat Modern Poetry”); 
Yeats (“Yeats will always remain pretty much poet 
his time, because his commitment the historical 
role”); and, lesser degree, Marianne Moore and 
Auden. 

contrast, there Mr. Shapiro’s enthusiasm for Wil- 
liam Carlos Williams, Dylan Thomas, Hart Crane, 
Lawrence, and Walt Whitman. calls Wil- 
liams the “true contemporary because saw the chal- 
lenge from the beginning and saw whole: create 
American poetry out nothing, out that which had 
never lent itself poetry before.” chapter 
Whitman, says that “Lawrence and Whitman are 
two modern poets with the deepest concern for man- 
kind, the furthest insight, the widest sympathy, the 
simplest and best expression.” 


Best 


Defense Ignorance includes further chapters 
“Poets and Psychologists,” “What Not Poetry?,” and 
“The Greatest Living Author” (Henry 
all support Mr. Shapiro’s plea for poetry that 
marred paradox, ambiguity, conceit, 
rhetorical devices. 


Readers interested modern poetry 
found Mr. Shapiro’s arguments before such 
tions the New York Times Book Review and the 
Saturday Review. Whatever other effects his public 
criticisms Eliot, Pound, and Yeats might have, they 
have enabled Mr. Shapiro multiply his lecture 


Joseph Wolff, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Brief Comment 


Gardner, Martin (Editor) The Annotated 
Clarkson Potter, Inc. May 17, 1960. 
$10.00. 

The complete text both “Alice’s Adventures 
Wonderland” and “Through the Looking Glass,” with 
the original Tenniel drawings illustrated are here 
enriched with introduction and notes Martin 
Gardner, who has sensibly kept his notes 
but the same time illumines and explains, from 
reference Lewis Carroll’s diaries and letters, many 
the significances Alice’s extraordinary adventures 
either side the looking glass. Particularly helpful 
are the texts poems and songs parodied Carroll, 
and the moves the famous chess game Looking 
glass land. Libraries will certainly wish have this 
book for ready reference. 


Krauss, Bob Here’s Hawaii 
Coward-McCann. May 31,1960. 288p. $4.50. 
Nine years ago brash young ex-radioman the war 
time Navy went Honolulu take job reporter 
for The Advertiser, and since that time has become 
one the best read columnists the happy 
meanwhile learning everything can about them. 
The result attractive, times bit hectic, book 
that can picked almost any page and put 
down when you have had enough for the time being 
But the chances are you will back for more. 
Should appeal particularly those planning 
tion the far-flung fiftieth state. 


Cutler, John Henry 

Put the Front Page 
Washburn. May 23, 1960. 245p. $3.95. 
The editor The Duxbury Clipper, (Duxbury 
Massachusetts down around near Boston), celebrates 
the tenth year its inception with this chatty and 
amusing account some his troubles with the 
citizenry who always want get their doings 
orialized print and, possible, the front page 
one will miss seeing the story. Mr. and Mrs. 
have made going proposition their venture, and 
has grown from six twelve pages. The book makes 
pleasant reading. 
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Francis, Arlene That Certain Something 
Messner. May 16,1960. 159p. $3.00. 

Ladies young and old will eager read what the 
famous (through TV) Miss Francis has say about 
acquiring the elusive magic charm. one would 
expect, she has some soundly sensible observations 
make, intended make females less feline, more toler- 
ant, and less suspect being slightly subhuman the 
way they approach the world. There wit, good sense, 
and, course, charm throughout. some folks 
know lot good, too. 


Pallenberg, Conrad Inside the Vatican 
Hawthorn. May 26, 1960. 273p. $4.95. (Ila) 


Mr. Pallenberg not Catholic, but has lived long 
near the Vatican and has tried here present that 


unique city-state objectively and not 


without sympathy. the main achieves this pur- 
pose and the result informative book handsomely 
with photographs which will value 
adult readers. good deal space devoted the 
life the late Pope Pius XII and the present Pope 
John XXIII, and interesting account the archaeo- 
logical excavations surrounding what now called “the 
for the tomb St. Peter.” Bibliography and 
index make this easy reference. 


Curtayne, Alice The Irish Story 
Kenedy. May 26,1960. 215p. $3.95. 


The most that can said about this book that 
woefully inadequate. cover 5000 years few 
pages formidable task and one which Miss 
Curtayne obviously not capable. She does not give 
the broad outline which such book should give. The 
list contents would seem indicate that she had 
describe the chief events Irish history; 
but, each chapter, she becomes involved details 
which confuse the reader and blur the general picture. 
There another sad lack, for the author stops short 
1932 Would she lead believe that the Irish are 
with Partition and are content live so- 
This being said, Miss Curtayne’s 
book may read anyone. However, this reviewer 
isof the opinion that the notes the back the book 
will prove most useful, for there one finds list 
books most which give better account this 
chapters the Irish story. 
Mairin Elias 


Ferrari, Lafuente Velasquez 
World-Skira. May 129p. $5.75. 
Battisti, Eugenio Giotto 
World-Skira. May 16,1960. 129p. $5.75. (1) 
These two beautifully-produced volumes recently added 
the “Taste Our Time” series prepared under Al- 
Skira’s direction and distributed World Pub- 
Company, will cherished additions any 
library’s art collection. The color reproductions paint- 
and details paintings, tipped with the text, 
superb; and the biographical and critical studies 
instances are lively, informative, and admirably 
tanslated from the French version the Spanish, 
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the first instance; and from the Italian original the 
latter instance. They are well worth the asking price 
and lend themselves re-reading and study. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 
*Bragdon, Lillian Land and People France 
Lippincott. Apr. 27, 1960. 125p., map, photogs. $2.95. 
(Portraits the Nations series) 
Earlier editions this work were published under the 
title Land Joan Arc. Like the other volumes 
its series, the content has shifted somewhat toward 
history rather than contemporary conditions. Never- 
theless, one finds chapters present-day Normandy, 
Brittany, southern France, the Loire valley, Auvergne, 
Provence, northern France, and Paris, all strongly inter- 
spersed though these are with historical detail. But 
the brief final chapter, “France Today,” very modern 
its interpretation the French character, political 
scene and probable future. The writing throughout 
crisp, the tone admiring, and the selection informa- 
tive details more interesting and rich than previous 
editions. Photographs are clear and picturesque. This 
series indispensable the school library. 


Maureen Spanish Roundabout 
Dodd. Apr. 177p., photogs. $3.00. 


Not guide book, not personal travel narrative, not 
history, but touch all three, with the focus 
present-day conditions Spain and little background 
explain how these came about. So, get series 
vignettes describing the various faces Spain and 
the people who make those phases. Food and feasts, 
bullfighting, the Moorish hold-over into the 20th cen- 
tury, famous Spaniards from Torquemada and St. Igna- 
tius Manolete and General Franco, customs and 
religion, and the sharp contrast between the very rich 
and the very poor, all come for brief, interesting, 
dispassionate treatment. Most significant for the ado- 
lescent reader, perhaps, the chapter describing the 
home life two teenagers: 16-year-old Catholic girl 
from well-to-do, privileged family who although she 
has office job lives conventional, protected tradi- 
tional existence; and boy the same age from work- 
ingman’s family, discontented, bitter, artistic but un- 
trained, odds with his brothers and sisters, who says 
believes God and Catholic but does not 
church believe priests. Pleasantly and inform- 
ally narrated without recourse teenage jargon, the 
book comes from writer who evidently loves Spain 
but not blind her weaknesses and who chooses 
distinctive phases describe. (Though one could 
wish the political scene had been more fully devel- 
oped.) There block striking photographs and 
index, but map, glossary. True, occasional 
Spanish terms are translated the text the first time 
they are used, but for the non-Spanish student would 
have been helpful gather them glossary. 
This will not replace The Land and People Spain 
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Dorothy Loder the “Portraits the Nations” 
series, which provides fuller historical treatment, but 
makes useful, interesting complement. 


Thomas 

Doctor Tom Dooley, Story 
Farrar. May, 1960. 151p., map, photogs. $2.95. (Ariel 
Books) 
Abridged from the author’s three earlier books, Deliver 
from Evil, Edge Tomorrow, and Night They 
Burned the Mountain, this short version intended for 
ages 12-16 has the same emotional impact 
longer works, The young reader must leave the book 
with profound admiration for the young man who 
for six years has worked under terrific odds bring 
relief suffering humanity Haiphong, Vang Vieng, 
Nam Tha and Muong Sing, since Communists overran 
Vietnam. His selfless dedication giving the possi- 
bilities family life, good practice and his personal 
funds for the unfortunates who themselves made 
choice between Communism and freedom with destitu- 
tion comes through magnificently. So, too, does his 
philosophy tender concern all contacts, insistence 
the recipients’ understanding that the help comes 
from America, and decision set technical pro- 
gram simple enough for the 15th-century natives 
carry themselves after moves on. The volume 
will not replace the three longer works from which 
has been taken, each which easy, thrilling reading 
for high schools, but will serve effective intro- 


duction them. 


East, Ben 

Narrow Escapes and Wilderness Adventures 
Dutton. May 321p. $4.50. 
Rewritten from originals which have appeared over the 
years Outdoor Life magazine, these articles are 
carefully checked, the author says, for authenticity and 
detail. For the most part they deal with danger indi- 
viduals have encountered hunting and fishing trips, 
whether these stemmed from broken ice, blizzards, ship 
and plane wrecks, encounters with bears, wild boar, 
mountain lion, rattler and rhino. One describes 
the year-long expedition Africa team from the 
Chicago Museum Natural History search big 
game specimens. four others, harrowing days 
wandering directionless bitter cold awaken the ap-- 
prehension and the reader. This straight- 
forward, journalistic writing, but the ordeals suffered 
are suspenseful and the endurance and determination 
shown the victims make inspiring reading. Boys, 
especially those interested the outdoors, should enjoy 
the book. 


Floherty, John and Mike McGrady 

Youth and the FBI 
Foreword Edgar Hoover. Lippincott. Mar. 23, 1960. 
159p., photogs. $3.00. 
The training and techniques FBI agents and their 
cooperation with state and local police coping 
with youthful offenders against the law, small com- 
munities well big cities, make the content 
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this book. Pivotal point the case 15-year-old Buck 
Rollins who “borrowed” bright red sports car from 
Centerton, New York, parking lot, took joy ride 
see girl Connecticut, and found himself the 
hands the State Police and under FBI surveillance 
before the day was out. Through Buck’s experience, 
the reader gets firsthand look the FBI crime fight 
ing facilities Washington, the work state and local 
police, the instigations and operations gang wars 
crowded New York areas, the pathetic result 
indulgent parents attempted $10,000 extortion 
plot the banker’s own son (Dick Welsh), and finally 
the court reaction and punishment meted out Buck 
and Dick based their previous records and present 
offences. 


The authors point out the importance youth organi- 
zations (church and civic) character development, 
the useful employment leisure time and, particularly, 
the importance parental guidance and discipline 
help young people through their troublesome years and 
these tempting times. Most high school boys are fami- 
liar with the FBI information found 
through earlier accounts Floherty, Whitehead 
the Editors Look magazine. They will, however, 
interested seeing the information focused thes 
youthful offenders, and their brush with the law 
help deter the readers when and similar 
tions confront them. 


Frances Dowling, 
Senior High School, 


Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Hayes, John The Dangerous Cove 
Messner. Mar. 21, 1960. 191p. $2.95. 


Newfoundland 1676 when British law forbade per 
manent settlement less than six miles from shore and 
brutal Devon fishermen under Fishing Admiral took 
over the Great Isle each year for the fishing season 
the historically accurate basis for this tale. Two 
year-old boys are the youthful heroes who inform the 
little settlement Treshaven’s Cove impending 
attack, aid the removal the settlement hiding 
place deep the island, take part the fight pro 
tect their homes when the Devon men plan 
them, and find pirates’ gold cave. The story 
good suspense, much action, skillfully integrated his 
torical details, and makes interesting bit 
cana. The dialog overly modern spots and the 
boys rise the occasion perhaps too often, but junior 
high boys will not complain about that. 
1958 Book the Year for young people the 
adian Library Association. 


Annabel and Edgar 
Harper. Mar. 30,1960. 216p. $2.75. 
the dismay 14-year-old Victoria, her 
teacher father decided leave St. Louis and 
Her stolid, plain mother agreed the plan and 
mischievous younger brother exulted it. Only 
highly romantic, self-centered girl objected. 
story told, month month, from January 
when the decision move was made, through March 
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they got started, through rainy April when 17- 
Jess Jessen joined driver exchange for 
lessons, through succeeding months when dis- 
arose, the wagon train split up, hunger stalked 
and the little family found itself stranded the 
November. But the nine months the trail 
had helped “Torrie” grow up, realize that her 
dreams could lead difficulties with loud- 
mouthed, brash men, that her quiet parents had inner 
resources great capability, that her hatred for her 
family sprang from the fact she hated herself for being 
and was trying take that hate out them. 
helped considerably that growing 
This revealing picture the hazards the west- 
trek, picture intensified brief incident con- 
nected with the Donner tragedy. also convincing 
girl’s acquiring new values, maturing emo- 
and growing outside herself. The characters 
believable and the story told consistently from 
Victoria’s point view. Young readers will touch- 
ed, almost much was “Torrie” herself, when they 
learn the reason for the family’s move the first place. 


McCormick, Wilfred The Automatic Strike 
May 23, 1960. 173p. $3.00. Rocky Mc- 
Cune story) 

Going into state championship tournament, Rocky 
McCune had confidence his Koulee team, though the 
writers rated them green cubs out their 
His big worry was his scrappy pitcher, Red 
whose theory that winning depended entirely 
good and bad breaks, and that these could indi- 
cated even caused certain incidental happenings, 
threatened undermine the boys’ spirit. When sev- 
disappointments upon their arrival State seemed 
Red’s theory, Coach McCune set work 
boost morale, discount superstitious thinking, concen- 
strategy, and even take harsh measures 
against his players. was able convince them that 
there are bigger things life than winning games and 
that real champs plan, think and play hard until the 
was his strategy resorting the 
automatic strike which finally brought the boys around 
won the game for them. Not always convincing 
and pretty superficial its character portrayal, the book 
will please young baseball fans for its clashes between 
and players, and between rival teams, and 
course for its final victory favor the home team. 


Frances Dowling 


Mary This Was Bridget 
May 23, 1960. 247p. $3.00. (Dodd, Mead 

Prize) 
warmhearted, uncomplicated story two newly 
children suddenly transferred, sometime 
1920’s, from noisy, cluttered Brooklyn small 
New Jersey town, have tale six-year-old Patsy’s 
adjustment the grandaunt and granduncle who 
them in. the thirteen-year-old girl was 
Casual housekeeping which had sufficed 
widowed mother’s home would not under 
Aunt Annie’s bright blue eye. Her sixth-grade school- 
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mates were strange and difficult. And most the 
people she first came contact with were her grand- 
aunt’s age. Not surprising, then, that Bridget’s firm 
intention was return Brooklyn soon possible. 
But here she reckoned without knowing the effect the 
people the little town would have her and she 
them, since she liked people and could more help 
plunging into their affairs than she could stop breath- 
ing. largely from her interference her elders’ 
lives that the slight plot derives. The author has suc- 
cessfully caught the uncertainties, loneliness and im- 
pulsiveness the early teenager. While her characters 
are not unique, they are identifiable and natural. The 
dialog easy and idiomatic, especially when the Irish 
are talking. The tone the book friendly and sym- 
pathetic. Two kindly priests enter the story briefly, one 
them making clear Bridget she need not keep her 
bargaining vow become nun, though the Catholic 
way life not otherwise developed. Sixth through 
ninth grade girls will find Bridget’s story enjoyable and 
easy read, 


Albert With Banners Flying 
Illustrated the author. Day. Apr. 14, 1960. 
maps. $3.75. 

stirring words and dramatic pictures, the author por- 
trays for young readers seven battles historically im- 
portant for the Western World. Starting with the 
Roman victory over the Carthaginians 207 C., 
gives us, many cases, eye-witness accounts six other 
battles which come climax with the Battle 
Waterloo 1815. Boys today will thrill the 
flying banners, blaring trumpets, neighing, stampeding 
horses by-gone days. They will identify themselves 
with the colorful uniforms and imposing warriors the 
past. And they will fascinated the two unique 
modes warfare described. The two-color battle maps 
and other illustrations will help them follow each 
battle, stage stage. Quotations, prologues and epi- 
logues for the individual accounts provide satisfactory 
background for the battles. The partial list sources 
appended affords confidence the authenticity the 


facts. 
Sister Emma, SS.C.M., 
Andrean High School, 
Gary, Indiana 


Frances The World the Arctic 
Lippincott. Apr. 27, 1960. 126p., map, photogs. $2.95. 
(Portraits the Nation series) 

After tentatively defining the Arctic northern 
region where the highest mean temperature for the 
warmest month not above degrees and the highest 
mean temperature for the coldest month not above 
32, the author reviews the history Arctic explora- 
tion from its discovery the fourth-century (B.C.) 
Greek, Pytheas, the underwater passage the 
atomic submarine Nautilus 1958. Between these 
two extremes she describes the hunt for Northwest 
Passage, the search for the Pole, and conditions the 
Alaskan, Canadian, Greenland and Soviet 
Most interesting are the final chapters Eskimo cul- 
ture, flora and fauna the region, and scientific studies 
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being made above and below the ice. The author’s ap- 
proach immediate and friendly, others the 
series, and the facts are fresh, interesting and admirably 
summarized. With much attention currently paid 
the Arctic world affairs, this becomes im- 
portant purchase for the school library. 


Steffan, Jack 

Padre Kino and the Trail the Pacific 
Illustrated Anthony D’Adamo. Kenedy. Apr. 28, 1960. 
$2.50. (American Background Books) 


quietly restrained story-biography the famous mis- 
sionary, cartographer and explorer who corrected 
Drake’s mistaken report that Lower California was 
island. The account restricted Father Kino’s life 
the New World where ministered the Indians 
the Southwest (the Pimas, particularly), feeding 
them, protecting them against the soldiery and mine 
owners, converting many and building missions for 
them. spite interference the military, the 
destruction some his missions Indians and the 
martyrdom his fellow missionary, Padre Saeta, 
was able win the confidence his charges, build 
extensive food resources for them, maintain peace be- 
tween tribes. Easy reading for grades six eight. 


BEST SELLERS 
University Scranton 
Return Postage Guaranteed 
SCRANTON PENNSYLVANIA 


Webb, Christopher Mark Toyman’s 
Funk Wagnalls. Apr. 22,1960. 184p. $2.95. 

chance visit mysterious stranger who called 
self John Brown started Mark Toyman’s life off 
new direction. Until that time, probably due 
parents’ death when was year old, Mark had 
quiet life with his uncle and aunt the Kansas Te, 
ritory. But after the death Uncle Jasper and 
loss the homestead fire, thanks 
Aunt Jennie and Mark decided return Ohio, 
find themselves good fortune headed for 
fornia. Four months exciting, dangerous, trying 
periences with Indians and quicksand and buffalo 
the weather followed. California was still buzzing 
the gold rush when war between the States broke out 
Mark found himself going back East join the 
Army. Again there were dangerous adventures 
experiences for Mark Toyman. Only upon his 
California after the war did Mark finally 
what the inheritance was which his father had 
him worthy of. found young Jane 
too. And Sergeant Kraut found Aunt Jennie. 
more critical period American history brought 
life, with just the right dash humor and bit 
romance, which boys and girls today look for. 


Sister Emma, 


Entered Second-Class 
Scranton, Penna. 
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